Date
The Honorable (Senator Name) 

Florida Senate, District XX
XXX Senate Office Building
404 South Monroe Street
Tallahassee, FL  32399-1100
Dear Senator (Last Name):

I am a concerned citizen and a proud member of Florida’s $82 billion hospitality industry.  Our industry employs over one million people, and generates $4.9 billion in sales tax revenue.  

The House Finance & Tax Committee passed a provision in its tax package that allows coastal counties up to 10% of the revenues from the Tourist Development Tax to be used for general government obligations, such as law enforcement, emergency medical and public safety services.  The worthiness of these services is not in dispute, but the funding source is.

The Tourist Development Tax was created to allow the local area, where the tax is being collected, to market, advertise, and promote in an effort to attract visitors to our state.  The success of the Tourist Development Tax has been nothing short of fantastic.  Any diversion of these tax dollars means less money for these counties to seek new or repeat visitors.  It also opens the door for further erosion of the Tourist Development Tax in the future.

Any reduction in available dollars for purposes not already allowed by law, is counter-productive and may have a long term negative impact on one of Florida’s most successful industries.

We urge you to reject any provision proposed in law, budget, or a tax package that will allow the Tourist Development Tax to be used to fund general government operations.  Our future success depends upon it.

Sincerely,

